INTRODUCTION
The plant /tree M. Oliefera Lam. Is called in Sanskrit as sigru and in Hindi as Soanjan. The tree is well known for its various medicinal properties and a common ingredient of many poly herbal formulations for a variety of claims 1 . Ethanolic extract of leaves show the presence of amino acids, alpha and beta -carotene, sterols, terpenes, saponins, tannins, carbohydrates, glycosides, alkalois 2 , flavonoids 3 . The present study was focused to evaluate the antiinflammatory action of aqueous, ethanolic extracts of leaves of moringa oliefera.
EXPERIMENTAL:
Plant Material the leaves collected from tree near porur, Chennai-600 116 and its identity was confirmed by comparing the herbarium specimen preserved in Pharmacognosy museum, SRMC & RI (DU), Chennai.
Preparation of extracts:
The fresh leaves were collected, shade dried and powdered. The powder was extracted with alcohol by soxhlet extractor and with distilled water by decoction, to obtain alcoholic and aqueous extracts respectively the solvents were removed and marcs (residue) obtained were dried in a dessicator, refrigerated until their use. These dried residues were used for anti-inflammatory screening in albino rats, against carrageenan induced oedema in right hind paw. 
Anti -inflammatory activity:
The study was carried out in ale albino rats against carrageenan induced hind paw oedema 4 .
All the suspensions were administered 30min before the injection of carrageenan an percentage inhibition of oedema at different time intervals (1,2,3 hrs) was calculated.
Statistical Analysis:
All values are expressed as mean ± S.E. percentage reduction (in parenthesis) was calculated by considering the difference in the paw oedema volumes of values as 100% level of reduction. Test of significance (P< 0.01) was obtained by ANOVA 5 .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The leaves of M. Oliefera. Lam was selected based on the utilisation in the traditional medicinal system.
The extracts showed peak oedema suppression within 3 hrs. of carrageen injection. (Table 1 ). The aqueous extract sowed the maximum significant antiinflammatory action (P<0.01) like that of ibuprofen within 60 min of carrageenan injection. The alcohol (90%) extract sowed a similar action.
The odema suppression action exhibited by the drug may be due to the inhibitory effects on the release of histamine, 5-ydroxy tryptamine and kinin like substances which are reported to release from mast cell degradation during first hour of carrageenan induced artificial paw oedema 6 .
The study confirms the claim of the drug for use in reducing inflammation. The agents/compounds responsible for reducing inflammation are in progress of identification. 
